Chest.?All the ribs in the left side fractured ; some of tliem were fractured in two or three places. Of the fractures which occurred in the shaft, three pierced the pleura and wounded the lung. On the right side, the 2nd, 3rd, 4tli, 5th, and 6th ribs were fractured about two inches from the sternal end ; the 4th had a second fracture near the angle; both pleural cavities contained dark blood.
Lungs.?Left?small and adherent to the costal pleura by several broad vascular bands ; it had three ruptures caused by the fractured ribs, and the lung was covered by large dark clots in the vicinity of the wounds : right?congested posteriorly ; had a clot of blood effused on its surface, at the site of fracture of the 4th rib.
Spleen.?Had a long rent occupying the external convex surface, extending almost from the superior to the inferior edge ; the rent was about two inches broad at the upper end, becoming narrower and more superficial towards the lower end; a quantity of dark blood was effused about the spleen and into the abdominal variety.
Kidneys Spleen? A mere bag of blood?pnltaeious, friable, breaking down at once under the fingers. Death appears to have resulted from the escape of blood into the peritoneal cavity. The organ was so diseased, that it could not be removed to examine the ruptures, which could be felt 011 the internal surface.
Remakes.?I have published these eight cases in the hope that they may add to our knowledge of the manner of death after rupture of the spleen. The bodies examined were brought, as a rule, from notoriously unhealthy parts of this malarious district. In each case the spleen was found diseased, being generally enlarged and congested ; in some cases it was a mere bag of grumous blood.
Most of the cases, moreover, occurred in the unhealthy season towards the beginning of the rains, from May to early in July, when, from the great frequency of attacks of ague, we might naturally expect a large percentage of diseased spleens. When we take into account the probable cachexy of the patient, the great uncertainty of diagnosis, and the amount of collapse which is likely to exist in every ease, we may, I think, safely assert that but few occasions will arise upon which an operation would bo justifiable, and almost dismiss the idea from further consideration.
